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Bus Arrival: Epic Fail 
By Chip Skambis 
 
The implementation of the money saving time 
change for the 2008-2009 school year has had many 
issues arise. A few of the many repercussions of this 
time swap are sports being limited to when they can 
practice, students having to stay up into the wee 
hours of the morning to finish their homework, and 
the band not being able to get a bus to drive them to 
away games are. Though these effects may not 
directly affect the normal running of the school day, 
an alarming ramification has made itself apparent 
with the new start and end times.  

“Since the start of school, there has not been a single 
day when all the buses were on time,” said Dr. Ford, 
9th grade dean of students.  

Ford also oversees the bus transportation at 
Edgewater. Ford explained that the reason the time 
change saved money was OCPS’ ability to eliminate 
a large number of bus routes. By removing these 
extra routes, the School Board hoped to use the 
same buses to drive each of the routes for 
elementary, middle, and high schools. Unfortunately, 
it seems that the buses are not able to drive their 
routes in the amount of time between elementary and 
high school end times.  

“The problem is that the bus routes are now too 
long,” said Ford, “It’s really taking away from the 
student’s first period class.”  

Students who are unfortunate enough to be on these 
buses are feeling the strain in the classes they miss, 
but they are also feeling the strain on their personal 
lives.  

“The worst part of this, too, is the fact that these 
buses are even later in getting here after school than 
before school,” said Ford, “Some days, I have had to 
stay here until 5:30pm waiting for one bus or the 
other.”  

To better illustrate this problem, Ford described the 
predicament of bus 4224. Bus 4224 is consistently 
late after school. While there is approximately an 
hour between the end of elementary school and high 
school, bus 4224’s last stop is about 22 minutes 
away from Edgewater—without traffic—but he 
usually arrives at 4:15pm.  

“One bad rainstorm or accident is enough to make 
this guy severely late, and that has serious 
repercussions for the kids,” said Ford.  

 ……continued on page 4 



�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�
�

BUS ARRIVAL - EPIC FAIL…continued from page 3 

Students on these buses have jobs after school, and 
they rely upon the buses to get them home in time for 
them to get to work. With the buses this late, it makes 
it nearly impossible for these students to work after 
school, let alone get all their homework done.  

“My bus comes in late every day, and I’m always late 
to biology. I’m having a hard time learning it,” said 
Esther Critton, a student who rides one of the late 
buses.  

The buses which are most often late are buses 4202, 
4205, 4215, and 4216 which cover the Colonial, 
Maitland, Pine Hills, and Rosemont areas, 
respectively. OCPS maintains its position that the 
time change was in the best interest of the students. 
Their knowledge of the problem is minimal.  

***Prior to publication Dr. Ford was overseeing 
transportation and was the dean of 9th grade 
students. Budget cuts eliminated her position and 
she is teaching 10th grade English at Edgewater***  
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